Unit 15: Women in Society
A. Reading
Before you read
Work in pairs. Look at the pictures and answer the questions that follow. (Lam viéc theo cdp.
Nhin vao cdc birc tranh va trd loi cdc cdu hdi theo sau.)
1. How many roles does this woman have? (Ngwoi phu nir nay dam nhdn bao nhiéu vai tro?)
=> This woman has two roles: a wife's role and a mother's role.
2. Is her life typical of a Vietnamese woman's life? Why/Why not? (Cudc séng ctia cé dy cé
phdi la cubc séng dién hinh ctia ngwoi phu nir Viét Nam khéng? Tai sao/Tai sao khéng?)
=> Yes, it is, because it's the Vietnamese traditional lifestyle and culture.
While you read
Read the passage and do the tasks that follow. (Poc doan van va lam bai tdp theo sau.)
Throughout much of the history of human civilization, deep-seated cultural beliefs allowed
women only limited roles in society. Many people believed that women’s natural roles were
as mothers and wives. These people considered women to be better suited for childbearing
and homemaking rather than for involvement in the public life of business or politics.
Widespread doubt about women'’s intellectual ability led most societies to deny education,
employment and many legal and political rights to women. It was men who controlled most
positions of employment and power in society.
The struggle for women’s rights - the rights that establish the same social, economic, and
political status for women as for men - began in the 18th century during a period known as
the Age of Enlightenment. During this period, political philosophers in Europe began to
argue that all individuals, male or female, were born with natural rights that made them free
and equal. These pioneer thinkers advocated that women should not be discriminated
against on the basis of their sex.
Today, although their status varies in different countries, women in most parts of the world
have gained significant legal rights. The most important of these are: the right to have equal
work opportunities and pay to men, the right to vote, and the right to formal education.
Hwdng dan dich:
Trong gan hét chiéu dai lich str vin minh nhéin loai, nhirng quan niém van héalau doi chi cho
phép phu nit ddm nhin mot it vai tro trong xa hoi. Nhiéu nguoi cho rang thién chitc cla
nguwoi phu nir 1a 1am v, 1am me. Nhirng ngudi nay cho rang phu nit thich hop véi viéc sinh
con va trong nom nha ctra hon la tham gia vao doi song kinh té hay chinh tri cia xa hoi.
Nhitng nghi ngai chung vé kha nang tw duy ctia ngwoi phu nit da khién cho nhiéu xa hoi
khong cho nir gi¢i dwoc hoc hanh, tuyén dung va nhiéu quyén loi chinh tri va phap ly. Chinh
nam gi¢i méi la ngwoi kiém soat hdu hét viéc lam va quyén lwc trong xa hoi.
Cudc dau tranh cho nit quyén - quyén mang lai cho phu nit vi thé xa hoi, kinh té va chinh tri
ngang bang v&i nam gidi - bat dau tir thé ky 18 trong mot giai doan dwoc goi la Thoi dai Anh
sang. Trong giai doan ndy, cac triét gia chinh tri & chau Au bt dau tranh luin rang moi ca
nhan, du 12 nam hay nt, sinh ra da c6 quyén tw do va binh dang. Nhitng nha tu twdng tién
phong nay chu trrong rang phu ntr khéng nén bi phan biét déi xt vi ly do gidi tinh.



Ngay nay, madc du vi thé cta phu nit & mdi qudc gia moi khac, phan 16n phu nit trén thé giGi
da dwoc nhirng quyén lgi phap ly dang ké. Trong sé dd, quan trong nhat la: co hoi lam viéc
va dwoc tra lwong ngang bang v&i nam gidi, quyén bau ctr va quyén dwgc hoc hanh tir té.
Task 1. Give the Vietnamese equivalents to the following words and phrases. (Cho tir tiéng
Viét twong dwong véi nhirng tir va cum tir sau.)

Goiy:

1. human civilization: nén van 5. deep-seated cultural beliefs: quan niém van
minh nhan loai héa lau doi

2. childbearing: viéc sinh con 6. homemaking: viéc cham s6c gia dinh

3.involvement: sw din thin, tham 7. intelleclual ability: kha ndng tri thirc/hiéu
gia biét

4. Age of Enlightenment: Thoi dai 8. equal work opportunity: co hoi nghé
anh sang nghiép/ viéc 1am binh dang

Task 2. Choose the best option A, B, C or D to answer the following questions. (Chon cdu trd
loi A, B, C hodc D ding nhdt dé trd loi cdc cdu hdéi sau.)
Goiy:

1.C 2.D 3.C 4.B 5.A

Task 3. Choose the best title for the passage. (Chon tiéu dé diing nhdt cho doan vdn.)

A. Kha nang tri thitc cia phu nit

B. Thoi ky anh sang

C. Quyén lgi cia phu nir

D. Vai tro cuia phu nit trong Gido duc

Goiy:

C. Women's Rights

After you read (Sau khi ban doc)

Work in pairs. Summarize the reading passage by writing ONE sentence for each
paragraph. (Lam viéc theo cdp. Tém tdt doan vin doc bang cdch viét mét cdu cho méi doan
van.)

Goiy:

- Paragraph 1

In the past, women were limited to the natural roles: mother's and wife's because of
widespread doubt about their intellectual ability.

- Paragraph 2

The struggle for women's rights began in the 18t century with European philosophers'
thoughts that women should not be discriminated on the basis of sex.

- Paragraph 3

Women now enjoy significant legal rights such as equal work and pay rights, the right to
vote and to get formal education.
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