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REVISION 

I. Complete the sentences with the past simple or the past continuous form the verbs 

1. Peter ___________ (play) a video game when his brother, Jack, ___________ (enter) the room. 

2. I ___________ (study) for my English test when my mother ___________ (come) home from work. 

3. Emma ___________ (wash) the dishes when the telephone ___________ (ring). 

4. I ___________ (ate) a sandwich while my parents ___________ (drink) coffee. 

5. I ___________ (watch) a DVD when my cat ___________ (jump) on me. 

II. Choose the correct answer: 

1. The Smiths aren’t painting/ weren’t painting their house last weekend 

2. Tom cleaned/ was cleaning the living room when Jane arrived 

3. Did/ Were the students writing an essay in class this morning? 

4. Frank was fixing/ fixed his car when his mobile rang 

5. Mark didn’t wear/ wasn’t wearing a coat when it started to rain. 

6. He is/ was driving to work this morning when Anna called. 

7. While my parents were working/ was working, I was studying at home 

8. I walked/ was walking home when I tripped/ was tripping and fell 

9. At 8 o’clock last night, we were having/ had dinner at a Chinese restaurant 

III. Read the letter and write the missing words. Write one word on each line 

Dear Georgia, 

I’m writing to you from my hotel room (1) ______ New York. You can’t imagine what happened to me 

yesterday! I was walking in Mitte at around noon (2) _______ it started raining. (3) ______ I was running 

back to the hotel, I saw a famous actor who was eating in a restaurant. I went in and (4) ______ hello and 

he gave me two tickets to see his new film. Isn’t that great? 

That’s all for now. See you (5) ______ I get back! 

Love, 

Rachel 

IV. Give the correct forms of the verbs given in the brackets 

1. Susan ___________ (study) in her room when she heard the noise. 

2. What ____________ (they, do) at eleven p.m. last night - it was so noisy? 

3. I was eight years old when my elder sister __________ (teach) me how to ride a bike. 

4. John ______________ (not go) to school last week because he was ill. 

5. I didn't know anything about the plane crash in my neighborhood because I ________ (work) inside 

at that time. 

V. Supply the correct tenses of the verbs in brackets 

One afternoon, a big wolf (wait) ____________ in a dark forest for a little girl to come along 

carrying a basket of food to her grandmother. Finally a little girl did come along and she (carry) 

____________ a basket of food. 'Are you carrying that basket to your grandmother?' asked the 



wolf. The little girl said yes, she (be)____________. So the wolf (ask) ____________her where 

her grandmother lived and the little girl (tell)____________ him and he 

(disappear)____________ into the wood. 

When the little girl (open) ____________ the door of her grandmother's house, she 

(see)____________ that there was somebody in bed with a nightcap and nightgown on. She 

(approach)____________ no nearer than twenty-five feet from the bed when she 

(see)____________ that it was not her grandmother but the wolf for even in a nightcap a wolf 

does not look like anybody's grandmother. So the little girl (take) ____________ an automatic 

pistol out of her basket and (shoot) ____________the wolf dead. 

VI. Complete this email with either the past simple or the past continuous form of the verbs in 

brackets. Where alternatives are possible, think about any difference in meaning. 

I (1. buy) ____________ a new alarm clock the other day in Taylor’s the jewellers, when I actually 

(2. see) ____________ somebody shoplifting. I’d finished paying for my clock and as I (3. turn) 

____________ round, an elderly woman (4. slowly put) ____________ a silver plate into a bag 

that she (5. carry) ____________. Then she (6. walk) ____________ over to another part of the 

shop and (7. pick up) ____________ an expensive-looking watch a number of times. When she 

(8. think) ____________ that nobody (9. look) ____________, she (10. drop) ____________ it 

into the bag. Before I (11. have) ____________ a chance to tell the staff in the shop, she (12. 

notice) ____________ that I (13. watch) ____________ her and (14. hurry)____________ out. 

Unfortunately for her, two police officers (15. walk) ____________ past just at that moment and 

she (16. run) ____________ straight into them. 

 

WRITING: 

VII. Complete the following dialogue by filling in the blanks with the correct form of the verb 

1. Sue: …………………………………….. when you saw them? (what | Tim and Matt | do) 

    Julie: Tim was swimming in the pool, but I didn’t see Matt first. 

2. Sue: …………………………………………… in the pool, too? (you | swim) 

    Julie: No, I wasn’t. I was just looking. But then I saw Matt, too. 

3. Sue: …………………………………… ? (what | he | do) 

   Julie: He was diving in the pool. 

4. Sue: Diving, you say. ……………………………. to dive? (he | not | just | try) He can’t dive. 

    Julie: You’re right. He was just trying to do it. And all his friends were watching it. 

5. Sue: …………………………………….. ? (they | laugh) 

    Julie: Of course, they were. Matt was pretty funny. He splashed the water all over the place. 

6. Sue: ……………………… faces when he came up to the surface of the pool? (Matt | make) 

    Julie: Yes, he was. He was grinning and making faces at me. 

7. Sue: At you? Vow! And what about Tim? …………………………… Matt, too? (he | watch) 

    Julie: Not really. He was looking at me instead. 



8. Sue: Oh, no! You’re kidding. …………………………….. your new swimsuit? (you | wear) 

    Julie: Yes, I was. Why? 

9. Sue: Now I know why Tim and Matt were watching you, Julie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


