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Exercises 1: Choose the best answer.
1. Fred_________ me yesterday that they were professional athletes.
		A. told	B. has told	C. was telling 	D. had told
1. When the children __________home, it was obvious that they had been playing in mud.
		A. arrived	B. were arriving	C. had arrived	D. had been arriving
1. Michael _________in the queue to buy a ticket for the train when he heard a strange voice.
		A. waited	B. was waiting	C. had waited	D. was going to wait
1. The thieves ___________houses for two years before they were finally caught.
		A. broke into	B. were breaking into	C. had broken into	D. have broken into
1. When he was younger, he __________ the cinema every week.
	A. was used to going	B. used to go	C. was going	D. had gone
1. While I _________ TV last night, a mouse ran across the floor.
		A. watch	B. watched	C. was watching	D. am watching
1.  On July 20th, 1969, Astronaut Neil Armstrong ___________ down onto the moon, the first person ever to set foot on another celestial body.
		A. was stepping	B. stepped	C. has stepped	D. was step
1.  The plane’s departure was delayed because of mechanical difficulties. When the weary passengers finally boarded the aircraft, many were annoyed and irritable because they _______ in the airport for three and a half hours.
		A. are waiting	B. were waiting	C. have been waiting	D. had been waiting
1. Homestead High School’s football team _________a championship until last season, when the new coach led them to take first place in their league.
		A. has never won	B. is never winning	C. had never been winning	D. had never won
1. The department store _____________ by the Johnson for many years.
		A. has been run	B. is run	C. runs	D. has run
1. When I met Jim, he __________ from his university already.
		A. graduated	B. has graduated	C. had graduated	D. was graduating
12. Before he turned 14, Mozart ________ a few lesser piece for the piano. 
		A. has composed   	B. had composed   	C. was composed 	D. would composed
13. The traffic lights ________ green and I pulled away. 
A. turned 		B. were turning 		C. has turned 		D. had turned
14. How fast________ when the accident happened?
A. are you driving   	B. were you driving    	C. did you drive   	D. had you driven
15.	Fortunately, the hospital's new air-conditioning system________ when the first heat wave of the summer arrived.
		A. had installed 	B. installed	C. had been installed 	D. had been installing
Exercises 2: Give the correct tense of verbs in brackets.
1. We (see) ____________ that film before 1975.
2. When I (come) ____________ to the room last night, this film (begin) ____________ a quarter before.
3. Ronald Regan (be) ____________ a Hollywood actor before he (become) ____________ a politician?
4. I (feel) ____________ little better after I (take) ____________ the medicine.
5. Was Tom at the party when you (arrive) ____________? – No, he (go) ____________ home.
6. Anna (never, see) ____________ snow until last winter.
7. He (live) ____________ in his father’s house till his father died.
8. What did you do after you (leave) ____________ the stadium?
9. In the 1980 Olympic Games, the Soviet people (complete) ____________ their preparations when the participants (arrive) ____________.
10. When he (come) ____________, the children (already, finish) ____________ the exercises.
11. By the time he (arrive) ____________, the match (begin) ____________
12. When the telephone rang, I (just, finish) ____________ my homework.
13. Peter’s father (repair) ____________ his old bicycle this morning.
14. When we (come) ____________, Tom (have) ____________ dinner already.
15. After she (finish) ____________ her work, she (leave) ____________ the office.
16. As soon as it (stop) ____________ raining, the workers went on with their work.
17. What he (do) ____________ after he (leave) ____________ school?
18. Before I (come) ____________ here yesterday, my mother (call) ____________ me.
19. We were very tired last night because we (play) ____________ football in the afternoon.
20. Linda wasn’t at home then, maybe she (go) ____________ out. 
21. I (meet) ____________ him twice before I (leave) ____________ for London.
22. When we (come) ____________ to the movies, the lesson (already, begin) ____________ 
23. After I (finish) ____________ my breakfast, I (get) ____________ ready to go to school.
24. By 2007, I (leave) ____________ high school.
25. He (leave) ____________ his office after he (read) ____________ the report.
26. He (go) ____________ to the railway station yesterday morning but the train (start) ____________.
27. The manager (already, leave) ____________ for the conference before we (get) ____________ to the office.
28. This worker (finish) ____________ his work before he (go) ____________ home.
29. I didn’t meet Sleeve because when I (arrive) ____________, he (go) ____________ to school.
30. you (live) ____________ in Hanoi before you (move) ____________ to here?
31. A: What (you, do) ____________ when the accident occurred?  - B: I (try) ____________ to change a light bulb that had burnt out. 
32. After I (find) ____________ the wallet full of money, I (go, immediately) ____________ to the police and (turn) ____________ it in. 
33. The doctor (say) ____________ that Tom (be) ____________ too sick to go to work and that he (need) ____________ to stay at home for a couple of days. 
34. Sebastian (arrive) ____________ at Susan's house a little before 9:00 PM, but she (be, not) ____________ there. She (study, at the library) ____________ for her final examination in French. 
35. Sandy is in the living room watching television. At this time yesterday, she (watch, also) ____________ television. That's all she ever does! 
36. A: I (call) ____________ you last night after dinner, but you (be, not) ____________ there. Where were you? 
B: I (work) ____________ out at the fitness center. 
37. When I walked into the busy office, the secretary (talk) ____________ on the phone with a customer, several clerks (work) ____________ busily at their desks, and two managers (discuss) ____________ quietly methods to improve customer service. 
38. I (watch) ____________ a mystery movie on TV when the electricity went out. Now I am never going to find out how the movie ends. 
39. Sharon (be) ____________ in the room when John told me what happened, but she didn't hear anything because she (listen) ____________ to music.
40. The Titanic (cross) ____________ the Atlantic when it (strike) ____________ an iceberg. 
41. As Geoff was introduced to Mrs Snape, he (realize) ____________ that he (meet) ____________ her before.
42. During the previous week, I (go) ____________ to the gym every morning.
43. The boy told me that he (lose) ____________ his train ticket and (not know) ____________ how he would get home. 
44. I was just about to leave when I (remember) ____________ my briefcase.
45. At the conference, scientists reported that they (find) ____________ a cure for Malaria.
46. On my last visit to Wixton I (find) ____________ that the village (not change) ____________ much.
47. In a surprise move, the Prime Minister (resign) ____________ last night.
48. Jane didn't want any dinner. She (eat) ____________ already.
49. When she (come) ____________ into the hall, everyone (start) ____________ cheering.
50. After they (eat) ____________ all the food, they (pick) ____________ up their bags and left.
51. I thought I would get to the restaurant first, but Jim (arrive) ____________ before me.
52. By the time I (get) ____________ to the party, most people (already, go) ____________ home.
53. As soon as I (turn) ____________ the ignition key, the engine (catch) ____________ fire.


ĐÁP ÁN:
Exercises 1: Choose the best answer.
1. Fred_________ me yesterday that they were professional athletes.
		A. told	B. has told	C. was telling 	D. had told
1. When the children __________home, it was obvious that they had been playing in mud.
		A. arrived	B. were arriving	C. had arrived	D. had been arriving
1. Michael _________in the queue to buy a ticket for the train when he heard a strange voice.
		A. waited	B. was waiting	C. had waited	D. was going to wait
1. The thieves ___________houses for two years before they were finally caught.
		A. broke into	B. were breaking into	C. had broken into	D. have broken into
1. When he was younger, he __________ the cinema every week.
	A. was used to going	B. used to go	C. was going	D. had gone
1. While I _________ TV last night, a mouse ran across the floor.
		A. watch	B. watched	C. was watching	D. am watching
1.  On July 20th, 1969, Astronaut Neil Armstrong ___________ down onto the moon, the first person ever to set foot on another celestial body.
		A. was stepping	B. stepped	C. has stepped	D. was step
1.  The plane’s departure was delayed because of mechanical difficulties. When the weary passengers finally boarded the aircraft, many were annoyed and irritable because they _______ in the airport for three and a half hours.
		A. are waiting	B. were waiting	C. have been waiting	D. had been waiting
1. Homestead High School’s football team _________a championship until last season, when the new coach led them to take first place in their league.
		A. has never won	B. is never winning	C. had never been winning	D. had never won
1. The department store _____________ by the Johnson for many years.
		A. has been run	B. is run	C. runs	D. has run
1. When I met Jim, he __________ from his university already.
		A. graduated	B. has graduated	C. had graduated	D. was graduating
12. Before he turned 14, Mozart ________ a few lesser piece for the piano. 
		A. has composed   	B. had composed   	C. was composed 	D. would composed
13. The traffic lights ________ green and I pulled away. 
A. turned 		B. were turning 		C. has turned 		D. had turned
14. How fast________ when the accident happened?
A. are you driving   	B. were you driving    	C. did you drive   	D. had you driven
15.	Fortunately, the hospital's new air-conditioning system________ when the first heat wave of the summer arrived.
		A. had installed 	B. installed	C. had been installed 	D. had been installing
Exercises 2: Give the correct tense of verbs in brackets.
1. We (see) had seen that film before 1975.
2. When I (come) came to the room last night, this film (begin) had begun a quarter before.
3. Had Ronald Regan (be) been a Hollywood actor before he (become) became a politician?
4. I (feel) felt little better after I (take) had taken the medicine.
5. Was Tom at the party when you (arrive) arrived ? – No, he (go) had gone home.
6. Anna (never, see) had never seen snow until last winter.
7. He (live) had lived in his father’s house till his father died.
8. What did you do after you (leave) had left the stadium?
9. In the 1980 Olympic Games, the Soviet people (complete) had completed their preparations when the participants (arrive) arrived.
10. When he (come) came, the children (already, finish) had already finished the exercises.
11. By the time he (arrive) arrived, the match (begin) had begun
12. When the telephone rang, I (just, finish) had just finished my homework.
13. Peter’s father (repair) repaired his old bicycle this morning.
14. When we (come) came, Tom (have) had had dinner already.
15. After she (finish) had finished her work, she (leave) left the office.
16. As soon as it (stop) stopped raining, the workers went on with their work.
17. What did he (do) do after he (leave) had left school?
18. Before I (come) came here yesterday, my mother (call) had called me.
19. We were very tired last night because we (play) had played football in the afternoon.
20. Linda wasn’t at home then, maybe she (go) had gone out. 
21. I (meet) had met him twice before I (leave) left for London.
22. When we (come) came to the movies, the lesson (already, begin) had already begun
23. After I (finish) had finished my breakfast, I (get) got ready to go to school.
24. By 2007, I (leave) had left high school.
25. He (leave) left his office after he (read) had read the report.
26. He (go) went to the railway station yesterday morning but the train (start) had started
27. The manager (already, leave) had already left for the conference before we (get) got to the office.
28. This worker (finish) had finished his work before he (go) went home.
29. I didn’t meet Sleeve because when I (arrive) arrived, he (go) had gone to school.
30. Had you (live) lived in Hanoi before you (move) moved to here?
31. A: What (you, do) were you doing when the accident occurred?  - B: I (try) was trying to change a light bulb that had burnt out. 
32. After I (find) had found the wallet full of money, I (go, immediately) immediately went to the police and (turn) turned it in. 
33. The doctor (say) said that Tom (be) was too sick to go to work and that he (need) needed to stay at home for a couple of days. 
34. Sebastian (arrive) arrived at Susan's house a little before 9:00 PM, but she (be, not) wasn’t there. She (study, at the library) was studying for her final examination in French. 
35. Sandy is in the living room watching television. At this time yesterday, she (watch, also) was also watching television. That's all she ever does! 
36. A: I (call) called you last night after dinner, but you (be, not) weren’t there. Where were you? 
B: I (work) was working out at the fitness center. 
37. When I walked into the busy office, the secretary (talk) was talking on the phone with a customer, several clerks (work) were working busily at their desks, and two managers (discuss) were discussing quietly methods to improve customer service. 
38. I (watch) was watching a mystery movie on TV when the electricity went out. Now I am never going to find out how the movie ends. 
39. Sharon (be) was in the room when John told me what happened, but she didn't hear anything because she (listen) was listening to music.
40. The Titanic (cross) was crossing the Atlantic when it (strike) struck an iceberg. 
41. As Geoff was introduced to Mrs Snape, he (realize) realized that he (meet) had met her before.
42. During the previous week, I (go) went to the gym every morning.
43. The boy told me that he (lose) had lost his train ticket and (not know) didn’t know how he would get home. 
44. I was just about to leave when I (remember) remembered my briefcase.
45. At the conference, scientists reported that they (find) had found a cure for Malaria.
46. On my last visit to Wixton I (find) found that the village (not change) hadn’t changed / didn’t change much.
47. In a surprise move, the Prime Minister (resign) resigned last night.
48. Jane didn't want any dinner. She (eat) had eaten already.
49. When she (come) came into the hall, everyone (start) started cheering.
50. After they (eat) had eaten all the food, they (pick) picked up their bags and left.
51. I thought I would get to the restaurant first, but Jim (arrive) had arrrived before me.
52. By the time I (get) got to the party, most people (already, go) had already gone home.
53. As soon as I (turn) turned the ignition key, the engine (catch) caught fire.
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